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aero-purulent fluid removed which gave cultures showing the diplococcus of 
Frankel and Weichselbaum. Inoculations were made with this fluid, which 
demonstrated the presence and potency of the germ. The child of this 
woman, born thirty-six hours before its mother’s death, died two days after 
birth of hemorrhagic catarrhal pneumonia with lobar fibrinous pneumonia, 
and the autopsy demonstrated the fact that the pneumonia from which the 
child died was infectious, and had persisted for at least thirty-six hours 
before the child was born. Cultures made with fluid removed from the left 
ventricle of the heart, and from the right lung, demonstrated the presence 
of the diplococcus; the microorganisms were especially numerous in the 
blood, and the conclusion is drawn that the infant became infected from the 
mother’s pneumonia. 

The True Conjugate Diameter of a Contracted Pelvis Varies 
with the Posture of the Patient. 

Walcher (Ccntralblaii fur Oynuhologie, No. 51, 1889) has found in exam¬ 
ining a number of contracted pelves, that when the patient is placed upon 
the back, the upper portion of the body elevated as little as possible, the 
thighs flexed upon the abdomen, the promontory of the sacrum is easily 
reached; by an examination with the finger in these cases, the antero-poste- 
rior diameter measured less than four inches; but if a cushion be placed 
under the sacrum, and if the thighs were extended upon the table, it was 
found that an increase in the antero-po3terior diameter occurred, which, 
although slight, was sufficiently great to be an important factor in difficult 
labor. The explanation of this phenomenon is supposed to be the mobility 
of the sacral joints during the latter portion of pregnancy. 
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Vaginal Fixation of the Bktroflexed Uterus according to 
Schuckxng’s Method. 

Debrunner (Oorrespondenzblatl fur Schweizer Acrzie, June, 1890) reports 
twelve cases in which he performed this operation. The nterus was movable 
in each instance, but it was impossible to'retain it in position by a pessary. 
The operation was followed by no had results, except in two cases in which 
the bladder was punctured, when temporary brnmaturia and vesical tenesmus 
were noted. Eight patients were cured, one having since borne a child at 
full term; iu four cases there was no result whatever, aud in four others the 
displacement recurred within a few weeks. Three cases of ventro-fixation 
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were successful. Both methods have their proper place, the former being 
unsuited for those cases in which the uterus is large and heavy. The advan¬ 
tage of tbe vaginal operation is that there is a minimum of pain and danger, 
and the patient is confined to her bed but a short time, being able to return 
to her work at an early day. 

Papilloma of the Fallopian Tube. 

Do lens {Rccuc Obitelricale tt Gyntcologxque, May, 1890) describes a speci¬ 
men of this rare disease, which he removed by laparotomy, which gave rise 
to a peculiar clinical symptom—periodical hydrorrhiea of undoubted tubal 
origin. Anatomically the growth appeared to be a pure papilloma of a 
benignant character, due to chronic inflammation of the tubal mucosa. 

Laparotomy in Trendelenburg’s Posture. 

In a letter to tbe Archives de Tocologie Veit states that he has during the 
past two years invariably placed his patients in this position during lapar¬ 
otomy. The advantage obtained is unusual clearness of the field of operation, 
since the intestines gravitate downward toward the thorax, while intrapelvic 
tumors in their turn become more accessible to the operator. The writer has 
never seen disadvantage from the peculiar position in the way of interference 
with respiration. In general, the duration of his operations has been much 
shortened since he adopted this method. 

The Local Treatment of Chronic Endometritis. 

Dumontpaluer made a further communication to the Acad6mie de 
M6decine on this subject {L’AbcilleMtdicale), his conclusions being as follows: 

1. Thfe best method of treating chronic endometritis is to introduce a pencil 
of chloride of zinc into the uterine cavity, where it is allowed to dissolve. 

2. No inflammatory complications result from this treatment, and the pain 
is not insupportable. 

3. The endometrium is soon restored after the operation, and normal 
menstruation returns within a few weeks. 

4. By systematic dilatation stenosis can be prevented. 

The Treatment of Prolapsus Uteri by Brandt’s Method. 

Braun and Kreissl, in a recent monograph on pelvic massage (abstracted 
in Frauenarzt for May, 1890), report fourteen cases;of prolapsus treated by 
this method, with four cures. They call attention to the cause of failure in 
the unsuccessful cases, which they attribute rather to injury of the pelvic 
floor than to relaxation of the so-called ligaments of the uterus. In order to 
obtain permanent relief from pelvic massage it is necessary that the pelvic 
floor should be only relaxed, without having lost its tone, and that the vaginal 
walls should be normal, hence in old patients whose muscles are completely 
atrophied, a favorable result cannot be expected. If the muscles are felt to 
contract during the movements, a good prognosis can be given as regards 
permanent restoration of tbe uterus to its normal position. Laceration of the 
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perineum, pelvic inflammation, and exudates and tumors are absolute contra¬ 
indications so far as the treatment of prolapsus is concerned. The writers 
speak highly of the value of massage in the treatment of pelvic exudates, re¬ 
porting twenty-four cases with twenty cures. 


One Hundred Aseptic Laparotomies. 

Phenomenov reports one hundred cases of laparotomy performed by him 


during the scholastic seasons of 1887, 1888, to March 3, 1890. 

The causes of operations were— 

Ovarian cysts.47 

Tubo ovarian cysts.2 

Cysts of broad ligaments.6 

Diseased tubes, tubes and ovaries, perisalpingitis, and 

perioophoritis.9 

Malignant neoplasms of ovaries.6 

Swelling of ovaries.3 

Myoma of uterus.17 

Myoma and cancer of uterus.1 

Swellings outside of genital sphere . . . . .3 

Irreducible hernia of the cord (navel, in a newborn child 

one hour old).1 

Extra-uterine pregnancy.3 

Pregnancy in horn of uterus.1 

Complete prolapse of uterus.1 

The following operations were performed: 

Ovariotomy.61 

Single 22, double 39 

Removal of appendages.15 

Single 12, double 3 

Myomotomia.16 

Extrauterine pregnancy.3 

Complete removal 2, partial 1 

Amputation of gravid uterus.1 

Excision of hernia in newborn.1 

Colpolaparohysterectomia.1 

Ventro-fixation (and removal of appendages) ... 1 

Removal of cyst of mesentery ;.1 

Removal of cyst of echinococcus - . . .1 

Exploratory.6 


The heaviest weight of removed parts was 140 pounds (Russian weight). 
The largest circumference of abdomen 152 cm. 

Duration of operation: longest 1 hour 45 minutes; shortest 9 minutes 
(ovariotomy). 

Ages: oldest 65 years; youngest 8 years; and one hour. 

Five deaths. 

After the removal of ovaries and appendages menstruation continues in' 
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some even with the same regularity as before the operation. Several of the 
patients were under observation of the author for two years. 

All operations in pregnant women were not followed by any complication. 
Pregnancy continued, and the labor was normal. (Author received several 
letters from patients to this effect.) 

Several operations were followed by acute bronchitis on the second day, 
which ran its coarse without fever. The author does not ascribe it to the 
laparotomy proper, but to the effect of chloroform over the respiratory organs, 
as several cases of bronchitis followed other operations where prolonged nar¬ 
cosis was needed. 

Mistakes in diagnosis: Myoma lymphangiectodes was diagnosed as ovarian 
cyst. Ovarian fibroma was mistaken for a doubtful ovaritis or dermoid cyst. 
Pregnancy of horn of uterus was mistaken for extra-uterine. 

From January 1, 1889, all operations were conducted without the use 
of antiseptics (83 cases). Sponges, instruments, Bilk, towels, etc., were boiled 
in distilled water. Only two sponges were used, one for operator and the 
other for assistant; when they got soiled they were washed in hot water 
from a boiling samovar. 

Hands of operator and assistant, and abdomen of patient, were cleaned with 
soap, brush, and hot water. Just before the operation the field was washed 
with ether. 

The absence of fever, the healing of the wound, and the absence of any 
irritation, prove that the operation was thoroughly aseptic. The sponges 
and the silk were subjected to a bacteriological examination, and were found 
free from bacteria. 

“The idea of performing laparotomy only aseptically occurred to me long 
ago—indeed, when I first undertook the operation. To tell the truth, the 
first aseptic operations were performed secretly; not even all the assistants 
were aware of it. This was done, of course, not for fear of censure, but with 
a view not to discredit this mode of operation, should the first attempts prove 
unfavorable. Surgical operations are so intimately connected with anti¬ 
septics in the mind of the profession, the more so in such dangerous opera¬ 
tions as laparotomy, that it was difficult to expect any welcome to a new 
method which intruded into the realm where antiseptics reigned supreme."— 
Vratch, Nos. 16, 17, 18, and 19, 1890. 


Papilloma of the Peritoneum. 

Sutugin (Centralblatt fur Gynakologie, June 7, 1890) calls attention to the 
difficulty of distinguishing this condition clinically from cancer and tuber¬ 
culosis of the peritoneum, which are also accompanied by chronic peritonitis 
and ascites. The absence of distinct, hard nodules, and the uniform indura¬ 
tion of the vaginal vault, point rather to papilloma. Coblenz has noted a 
peculiar rubbing sensation on palpating the abdomen, though this appears 
to be more characteristic of a papillomatous cystoma rather than of peritoneal 
outgrowths. As the latter are secondary, and are of themselves not so prone 
to proliferate, the removal of the parent cyst and of a portion of the peri¬ 
toneal masses, offers a fair prospect of cure, and seems to show that, at least 
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clinically, there is some doubt if true papilloma Bhould be included in the 
same class with sarcoma and carcinoma. 

Emissions in the Female. 

Robinson {Med. Age, 1890, No. 7) calls attention to the fact that under 
the influence of erotic dreams there occurs a profuse secretion from Bartho¬ 
lin’s gland which is similar to nocturnal emissions in the male. The patient 
after such a discharge frequently awakens in the morning with backache and 
a feeling of malaise. At the moment of emission there may be a painful 
spasm of the constrictor cunni muscle. Self-abuse, imperfertcoitus, sudden 
suspension of sexual relations (as in young widows) are the usual etiological 
factors. If the emissions continue the patient becomes neurasthenic. The 
treatment consists in improving the general condition, toning up the nervous 
system, and regnlating the sexual hygiene. 
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Sterilization of Milk. 

Chapin (Medical Record, June 21, 1890). The method of sterilizing, 
as between boiling aud steaming, is a point of some interest. Prolonged' 
boiling of milk,.while destroying the germs, produces other changes, Buch as 
the formation of a scum in contact with air, consisting of coagulated albumin 
with a small modicum of fat According to Dr. Townsend, boiling expels 
about three per cent of COj, N and O, which may explain the flat taste of 
milk so heated. Sterilization by Bteam appears to be more thorough and 
complete than that effected by boiling in water. For the past year. Dr. 
Chapin has used the “Arnold” steam cooker, with much satisfaction. The 
printed circulars advise that the milk be heated from 30 to 45 minutes.* This 
is too short a time; fully an hour and a half is needed to keep milk sweet 
for any length of time. 

Dr. Chapin’s experiments showed that the prolonged heat necessary for 
thorough sterilization has a tendency to cause the coagulation of the casein 
to take place in smaller clots and thus more closely resemble that of mother’s 
milk. 

Adenoid Tumors of the Naso-pharynx in Children. 

Chaumier (Lc Concours Mid., March 22,1890). In children seven or eight 
years of age these tumors are of frequent occurrence. At the age of eighteen 



